CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
FEBRUARY 16, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the families of Glen Booth, Mya Bish, John Kinizner & Mike Martinis.
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Tuesday, March 15 – Primary Election. Ward 1 will be voting at the new Library, Ward 2 across from St. Peter & Paul 
  Church in the old St. Peter & Paul Cafeteria, Ward 3 & Ward 4 voting at Haffey Field House.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
 Please visit our website: www.ReadingOhio.org for city information.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Adleta awarded the Alwil & Bolser road reconstruction projects.  $475,000 in State grant money Reading was awarded & 
  the other half will be in 20 year interest free loans.  Both projects will be completed this year.
- I-75 update: A fourth lane will be added from Shepard lane to Glendale-Milford (both North & Southbound) starting in 2017.
  A fourth lane will be added from Shepard lane to Galbraith (Southbound) to begin in 2020
  A fourth lane will be added from Galbraith to Shepard lane (Northbound) in 2022.
- Reading High School Wrestlers won their 11th straight CHL title (have won 21 of the 30 years CHL has been in existence)
  All 14 wrestlers placed in the top 3.  Dick Engle has been coaching at Reading High School for 30 years.
- Reading High School’s Mock Trial Team finished first and second at the district meet (3rd consecutive district title)
- March 5 - American Legion holding a fundraiser for the Fire Department & Police Officers from 7-11pm - tickets $15.00.
- March 5 – St. John’s United Church of Christ having Annual Heritage Sour Kraut Dinner from 5-7pm - $8 Adults, $4 Kids
            (Money goes towards a Reading High School Scholarship)
- March 11 – Reading Central Elementary holding their “Blue Devil” dance fundraiser 
- March 31 – Mission Commission Bingo
- April 2 - Eagles Dance (benefits Reading Fire Department)
- April 16 – American Legion will have a “Monte Carlo” night to help pay for this year’s fireworks.
- July 1, 2 & 3 – Reading American Legion 4th of July Festival at Koenig Park.  Fireworks at 10pm on July 3.
- Police Department Report: - Department conducting undercover & extra patrols due to an increase in car break-ins
                             - Chief Snow attended meetings for the Hamilton County Chiefs of Police & the Ohio 
                               Association of Chiefs of Police
                             - Conducting extra patrols at the new Library due to reports of problems
                             - Lieutenant Mike Carter will be retiring February 27
                              Dispatcher Bill Segal will be retiring April 2
- Fire Department Report: - Chief Owens attended the Hamilton County Chief’s Board meeting

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Leaf pick-up is completed for the season.  If you still have leaves to be picked up, please rake them, place them in a bag 
  & give us a call to schedule a time for pick-up.
- Will be meeting with the Auditor Sabrina Smith regarding water updates
- Met with Dave from MSD regarding maps & new taps for partial recreation improvements
- Tres Belle had a very successful grand re-opening 
- Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 26 at 11:00 am at the Haffey Field House
- Saturday, February 27, Ohio Representative Jonathan Dever holding office hours from 10:00 am – 11:30 am at the new 
  Library in order to accept questions & address concerns.
- Anonymous Tip Line 513-946-4411 & 513-352-DOPE
LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Finance Update:  Collected $488,314.87
 Fairly confident with 9 business days left we’ll collect the $145,231.00 needed to achieve last year’s total of $633,000.00.
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee working on finishing up the appropriations & once we get approval from Budget Commission the 
 we’ll know what we can spend for the year.
- Our revenue for the first month of the year we were up 60%.
- Finance Committee will be examining the financing of contracts

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Have been in talks with Perfection Group who will be coming in to do an analysis in order to find ways to save money.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Will report back to Council after a few key individuals have been contacted regarding the “We Thrive” initiative.
- Will be reaching out to Dan Brooks regarding the fee structure.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- At the last Committee meeting the following items were discussed: 
  - Tree Ordinance (Streetscape Reading Road & Benson Street) – Maintenance & care: discussed how they will be funded 
    and whether or not if the trees currently in place are ones that should stay.  More research to be performed before moving 
    forward. 
  - Curb Parking Close to Driveway Aprons – No current ordinance as to how far a car can be parked from an apron.
   After receiving information from Chief Snow the Ohio Revised Code does not give a specific length of feet that a car can 
   park from the apron.  It only states that no car can park in front of driveway.  This matter will be looked into further.
  - Stadium Contract between the School and the City – contract extended to 04-04-2017.  Mr. Fischesser forwarded a copy 
   of the contract to Mr. Cox and will have a further report later.
- Not discussed but will be in the future: CIC & how members get appointed & an update on the North Site property.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
For Fire:
- Annual service on SCBAs and the air fill station.
- The department is researching a solar top-mounted light for the flag pole at the hilltop station.
- There appears to be a roof leak over the locker room that is getting worse and causing more damage.  
 Hopefully someone will get on this soon since we just had the roof replaced.
- Attended the Fire Department Awards Banquet on February 5th.
 Congratulations to the following members on their awards:
Andy Burton, Part-time/Paid-on-Call Firefighter of the Year
Ed VonLehmden, Fulltime Firefighter of the Year
Ryan Androne, Officer of the Year.

For Police: 
- They currently have two officers off due to shoulder injuries.  This makes them a total of three officers short.  
 They are still able to manage by shifting personnel.
- The cruisers should be ordered this week.
- I will remind Council that we need to start replacement of the radios for the Police Department.  All current radios, 
 including the base stations will be unserviceable starting the end of 2018.  Ideally, we should start purchasing 4 portables a 
 year for approximately $15,000.00.  By stretching this out over six years, would create less of a burden on the budget than 
 having to purchase all at once.  
- The Health and Safety Committee will be meeting on March 1st at 6:30 to discuss 2016 capital needs of the fire department.  
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SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Compliment the Service Department on the recent snow removal
- Committee Meeting Tuesday, February 23 at 6:00 pm

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee met and discussed the Ohio Chautauqua for June 2017 visit.
- We now have a Mower for the Parks Department – THANK YOU!

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz:  - Commented on the recent passing of Supreme Court Judge & how both parties are arguing over who should 
                 appoint the replacement.
               - Congratulated MND & Moeller on their recent sports accomplishments
               - St. Peter & Paul Valentine’s Day Dance was successful

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:30 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
